
Dignity Health & CHI Merger 
Rapid Response Webinar

While you wait for us to get started, 
introduce yourself in the chat box! 

Icebreaker question: 

What motivates you to be here?
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Introduction

▪ The ACLU of California and the National Health Law 
Program have been working together to fight against religious 
exemptions that restrict access to critical health care services. 

▪ Goals:
▪ Become informed about Dignity Health and CHI merger
▪ Gain tools to participate in Attorney General’s public hearings  
▪ Connect advocates within regions to coordinate a rapid response
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Catholic Hospitals
▪ Receive massive federal tax credits and serve the 

public

▪ Follow religious directives like ERDs that deny health 
care
▪ ERDs = U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Ethical 

and Religious Directives 
▪ Others “Catholic-lite” -- E.g., Statement of Common 

Values
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Dignity Health & CHI Background
▪ Catholic Health Initiatives (CHI): 

▪ 103 hospitals across 18 states
▪ Dignity Health: 

▪ 39 hospitals in CA, AZ, & NV; provides care in 21 
states

▪ New colossal system: 139 hospitals, 700 care sites 
across 28 states with upwards of $28 bill in revenue
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CA Attorney General’s Merger Review

▪ Non-profit health care transactions require AG 
approval (11 C.C.R. § 999.5)
▪ Entities must apply, AG may waive req’ts
▪ AG conducts independent health assessments
▪ AG provides notice and opportunity for public 

input at hearings in affected counties
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Your Voice Matters!
▪ Siskiyou
▪ Tehama 
▪ Yolo 
▪ Sacramento
▪ San Francisco
▪ Santa Cruz
▪ San Luis Obispo
▪ Santa Barbara

▪ Ventura

▪ Shasta
▪ Nevada 
▪ Calaveras 
▪ San Joaquin
▪ Merced
▪ Kern
▪ San Bernardino
▪ Los Angeles
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Process: What to Expect

▪ Fill out your speaker card
▪ You’ll have 3-5 mins to speak
▪ Community members are crucial and welcome in 

this space
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Materials Provided:

▪ FAQ Sheet
▪ Health Impact Statements
▪ Guide to providing public comment

https://oag.ca.gov/charities/nonprofithosp
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Sample Testimony

▪ Intro
▪ Focus area(s) of concern

▪ 2-3 specific points
▪ Request(s)
▪ Closing Statement 
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Sample Testimony

▪ Intro
▪ Focus area(s) of concern

▪ 2-3 specific points
▪ Request(s)
▪ Closing Statement 
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Sample Testimony 
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Sample Testimony 
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Sample Testimony
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Questions?
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Thank you!

Questions:
Ruth Dawson Rdawson@aclusocal.org
Hayley Penan penan@healthlaw.org

RSVP Links: 
San Francisco Thursday August 23rd, 10am
Sacramento Friday August 24th, 1pm
Los Angeles Wednesday August 29th, 1pm
Other counties? Email Karen Camacho kcamacho@aclunc.org

mailto:Rdawson@aclusocal.org
mailto:penan@healthlaw.org
https://go.peoplepower.org/event/action_attend/16014
https://go.peoplepower.org/event/action_attend/16015
https://go.peoplepower.org/event/action_attend/16016
mailto:kcamacho@aclunc.org

